Bethersden Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Mr Colin Tearle Sunny Lawns Densole Lane Densole CT18 7BL
email: parish.clerk@bethersden-pc.gov.uk tel: 01303 892621

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2024

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 10t April 2024 in Bethersden Village
Hall at 1800hrs.

1. Present

Clirs A Boyd, J Blanford (ABC) and 14 members of the public

2. Apologies

Clir E Allen

3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the 12" April 2023

These were approved and signed.

4. Chairman's Annual Report 2023/24

It is a pleasure to see you all taking a positive interest in your Parish Council that has been
working on your behalf.

At the last election Philip Boyd did not stand for re-election. Clir Andrew Jordan stood for
the election along with Clirs Eavanne Allen, Joyce Crannis, Keith Brannan, Keith Mitchell,
Phil. Buss and Sam Buckman - who were all elected unopposed.

| wish to thank on your behalf all the sitting councillors for the great work they are doing on
your behalf for the benefit of the Bethersden Community

Gareth Burnett resigned as a councillor and we thank him for his service to the council,
and the community, as councillor and vice chairman.

Clir Andrew Jordan was elected Council Vice Chairman. | thank him for his support over
the last year.

Following the procedure to replace Mr Burnett as councillor, we welcomed Clir. Mike
Peters to the parish council.

| thank the Parish Clerk, Colin Tearle, who has guided the council through, what has
proved to be a rather a turbulent year.

We thank our County Councillor Charlie Simkins and our two Borough Councillors
Jessamy Blandford and Alan Pickering for their support and advice over the last year.

Thank you to all of you in the community who run and work, unpaid, towards the many
clubs, societies, associations and community functions without which the Bethersden
community relies on to make Bethersden the great place to live



| look back to this time last year and note the problems we had then and the achievements
to now.

We were then looking forward to the King Charles III’s Coronation, and we now wish him
the very best for his full recovery and that of the Princess of Wales

A year ago, the work on the A28 drainage at Baileys Field was about to be completed.
That has since proved to be a success for which we thank KCC Highways for the work.
The majority of the properties in that area have been relieved from the threat and actual
events of flooding that has hung over them during every storm or heavy rains, for over 18
years, It must be a great relief. Although a couple of properties still have to watch out in
heavy rain - near Forge corner - Southern Water is currently still assisting.

The installation of the third culvert on the Bethersden Stream at the School Road culvert
has been a great success and overspill from the upstream areas has been minimal, which
is a great achievement the Parish Council has fought for over many years. We thank the
Environment Agency and KCC Highways for finally getting the job done. However,
maintenance of the Bethersden Stream between School Road and Norton Road must be
subject to a routine maintenance program. Concerns for flooding of the property next to
the Norton Road Culvert has been communicated to the authorities.

Concern is expressed about the further expansion of Chilmington development towards
Bethersden coupled with the drainage discharge problems Ashford sewage works has,
with the possibility of treated foul water being exhausted into the Beult due to the River
Stour Stodmarsh phosphate and nitrogen pollution. This is being observed carefully and
we are keeping a watching brief.

NB. The Parish Council has today received notice that there is a planning application for
the foul water treatment plant from Chilmington to be connected to the Beult is being held
at ABC 17" April 2024

Ashford Borough Council has issued a call for site for future planning proposals.

The Council and also the public, have received two opportunities to hear and observe,
about the possible housing development behind The Bull pub of circa 40 houses, which
would be outside the Bethersden late NPPF area.

There have been quite a number of planning applications in the year, with the larger ones
being the conversion of the Stevenson site both at High Halden and Bethersden and Bears
Lane. The development application for eight houses in Norton Lane, since rejected, and
building in Wissenden Lane at Brook Meadow, where such development is contrary to the
original Bethersden NPPF.

The new estate of four houses behind Baileys Field have been completed, there has also
been a number of applications under part Q and the usual minor planning applications.

It was agreed to withdraw the Bethersden NPPF plan conditionally that those relevant
parts of the Bethersden community NPPF recommendations were to be incorporated into
the ABC 2031-2041 plan

We still have not resolved the speeding problem through the village on the A28. The
mobile Speed Check Meter is in storage as there are not enough volunteers to man it, the
Fixed Speed Indicator device is also in storage as it cannot be used due to it being refused
installation permission by a KCC Highways officer.



It is with great regret, despite several requests to the Kent County Council Highways
Director for a meeting, he has not replied to the Clerk of the Council, to meet and try to
iron out the highway difficulties,

Meanwhile the A28 approach from Ashford to the Bull junction still remains obscured by a
cricket club hedge although it has been deemed legal by KCC Highways, and traffic from
Tenterden flies over the hill into the traffic emerging from and entering Bull Lane.

The Parish Council has summitted a Highway Improvement Plan to restrict the speed of
traffic from Tenterden by proposing the speed signs to be move to the Tenterden side of
the Bull Bridge

Members of the community continue to take their lives into their own hands when crossing
the A28, on its whole length the village particularly near the Forge Hill junction, and the
cricket Field. The Parish Council has erected a mirror on the corner nearest Stevensons
on the north side of the A28 which may assist pedestrians by reflecting traffic coming from
Tenterden.

We are troubled for the welfare of our school children crossing the A28 while getting on or
off the school busses due to excessive vehicle speeds.

We remain very concerned regards the condition of the Bull Stables — a listed property —
and urge ABC to use its heritage powers to oblige the owners to repair and return it to its
original condition before further structural damage occurs.

Stagecoach gave public notification that it was going to stop the No. 12 bus service
between Ashford and Tenterden through Bethersden and High Halden. The Parish Council
made strong representations with the support of over 600 petitioners. The bus company
attended a public meeting and relented to the situation by maintaining a much limited but
welcome timetable. We thank the South East Director of Stagecoach for his welcome
pragmatic decision.

The George attenuation tank dispute with ABC still lumbers on with ABC claiming the
installation is in order, when it is not, which would leave the Parish Council with the bill for
putting it right.

The Parish Strategic plan is under review and its revision is expected to incorporate within
it the community wishes of the past Neighbourhood Plan.

The recreation ground has absorbed a considerable amount of funds with the unexpected
repair required, of both the tennis court and MUGA courts of over £40000, through
subsidence blamed on the trees adjacent to the road. A root barrier has been installed.
The children’s area has had the soft surfaces repaired and extended. The Parish Council
is putting together a plan of repair and replacement structures, but the equipment is very
expensive.

CCTV has been installed at the recreation ground to monitor the recreation ground
carpark, pavilion and children’s play areas. This follows over £5000 of damage to the
pavilion, and it also monitors alleged drug related occurrences. Quotations for repair of the
roof of the youth shelter is being obtained.

The Tennis Club has completed the upgrade of the pavilion kitchen which is very
commendable. The suggested paddle court has been shelved.



The boundary between the George Field and George grove still remains in negotiation.
This fence has again been damaged, allegedly by delivery drivers. It is being repaired and
barriers installed to hopefully protect the fence.

The ABC planning conditions investigations regards the St. Margaret’s graveyard planning
conditions of soil type and structure has been completed

Consecration of the church yard extension was held 23™ July 2023

Rat-running traffic passing past the school to and from Norton Lane, School Road and
beyond is causing traffic over loading of the area and great apprehension for the school
and residents in Norton Lane. There are HGV advisory notices at the entry of the route but
speeding cars and vans rat-running between the North of the A28 and A28 is excessive.
This overloads the junction of School Road and Wissenden Lane and also the A28.

The George Pub has opened and is a great success in revitalising the evening
entertainment and economy of the village as well as a meeting point during the day.

Plans are being made for the D-Day event on 6" June to be held in the George Field and
is being led by Tracey Laws to whom we are very grateful.

The Bethersden Parish Council Website has been updated. Community Organisations are
asked to check their entries and notify the clerk if they are out of date.

A number of councillors have had to suffer accusations from a parishioner which, following
independent enquiry, have been proved to be unfounded.

Cars continue to be left parked in School Road opposite the school no-waiting zig-zags,
causing obstruction to the safe free flow of traffic on the bend by Wissenden Lane in and
out of the village. The police have been informed. Also, a number of cars appear to be
parked long term in Orchard Fields.

Hoads Wood has been in the news lately due to the vast amounts of waste that has
illegally been dumped there.

The Parish Council had been notified that tree cutting in was occurring in 2020 and duly
notified ABC. A High Court order was obtained to stop the work and protect the site.

When dumping was identified on 22" July 2023 the parish council reported the matter and
was subsequently told it was not a Borough Council matter.

It was understood that a High Court injunction covered the area. It is now understood that
this order was not renewed by the current ABC councillors and the criminals have taken
advantage of that situation. A public meeting was held on 15" March 2024 chaired by
Damian Green MP.

It was suggested that mismanagement of the situation, by a number of Agencies who were
responsible for control, movement and disposal of such waste had failed to do so. It was
further stated that these authorities had indicated to complaining constituents that the
dumping actions taking place were in order and not of concern.

The resultant fly tipping has caused acute distress to the victims nearby with discharge of
fumes and water contamination has left a huge problem to be cleared up.

A further meeting is programmed to be held in this hall on the 18™" April at 5pm.


https://www.bethersden-pc.gov.uk/

Bears Lane development is reaching its completion and a further development on the
south side of the railway is sought.

The Sect.106 funding equivalent for the first Bear Lane development has been received by
the Parish Council.

One of the three community heart defibrillators has had to be replaced.
The Scout Hut has been retained following political support from the Parish Council.

The telephone box by the Post Office Stores has not been purchased by the Parish
Council as previously thought. The books in the book swap will have to be removed and
the scheme suspended until the Parish Council resolves to enter into negotiations with BT
to purchase i, if BT are prepared to consider such sale.

5. County Councillor's Report (C Simkins)

To begin | want to give a flavour of the council’s finances in the context of what is
happening across the country. The difficulties of Council finances have been widely
broadcast and it is known to be a national problem which is structural in nature.

KCC has been no laggard n forecasting this with the Leader, Roger Gough, penning a
letter in October2022 in conjunction with the Leader of Hampshire County Council to the
Prime Minister highlighting the problems and requesting a long term structure for Central
Government financing of local government. Current arrangements are that payments are
set annually with the settlement in December of each year. With the KCC Budget having to
be agreed in February this gives inadequate time for the Council to plan for the medium
term.

In recent years the difficulties have been enhanced by the pandemic, rising inflation putting
huge pressure on costs and the increasing burden caused by growing demand for adult
social care and children’s services. These two items now account for over 50% of council
expenditure. The demographics of an ageing population combined with the demand by
parents for special education needs for their children, exacerbated by the breakdown of
education in the pandemic, has magnified costs and inflated the cost of school transport,
notably the provision of taxis transporting children to and from school. On a human
perspective these are difficult areas in which to cut costs although to a degree they are a
discretionary award by the council.

KCC ‘s budget has to be signed off by the Section 151 officer, the Corporate Director of
Finance, If he or she is not confident that the Budget for the forthcoming year is not
balanced they will issue a Section 114 notice which is effectively putting the council into
bankruptcy. This has happened at a number of councils with Birmingham being the largest
casualty to date. It is disastrous as government commissioners come in and slash
expenditure indiscriminately whilst putting up council tax in some cases by 15%. We have
avoided this so far in Kent but it is an ongoing battle. Our reserves are currently a little
over £300m but with annual expenditure of £2.4 billion the auditors will not permit these to
decline and therefore the use of them is limited.

Against a difficult background Kent is stable. | know the roads are atrocious. The
Government has just awarded an additional £6m to Kent for a pothole

blitz which is starting now. Please report them but if there are particular roads which you
are concerned about and you think need resurfacing let me know.



My duties at council are fairly widespread. In addition to my responsibility for the ten Parish
councils in my division | chair the Pension committee which is responsible for providing
pensions to county council and district employees as well as other employers connected
with the council. | sit on the Planning committee which is responsible for granting
permission for new schools or additional buildings, and minerals an infrastructure projects.
This committee meets monthly. | also sit on the Personnel Committee (setting annual pay
awards) and the Selection and Member Services committees. | am director of the Kent
Fire Authority. In addition to responding to queries from the 15,000 residents in my
Division this keeps me quite busy.

6. Borough Councillors Report (J Blanford)

Apologies for not attending as many Parish Council meetings over the last year as | would
like. Unfortunately, they clash with the Borough Council’s Planning Committee meetings
and as | am on the committee | have to attend. The future dates do not look any better.

Call for Sites: ABC has issued a Call for Sites to allow residents/developers/businesses to
submit sites which they may consider suitable for housing or commercial development and
included in the next issue of the Ashford Local Plan. These sites will be assessed by
members and officers at Ashford for suitability and a list will be drawn up. Sites, at this
stage, are not necessarily accepted. The government insists in Local Planning Authorities
having an on-going list of sites available for development. Before the new Plan is accepted
by the Planning Inspectorate the BC will be running exhibitions and information for the
public so that parish councils and residents can express their views.

Hoad’s Wood: There was a good public meeting on 15" March, which | attended, chaired
by Damian Green, MP. | plan to attend the next meeting on 18" April. The important thing
is to appoint a responsible company to remove the waste material as soon as possible and
| hope that the Environment Agency is giving this matter its highest priority.

Stevenson Bros application: no decision as yet. Important for Bethersden as it looks to
provide some local needs housing in the village.

The Stables, opposite the Bull Inn are worrying me. | have been chasing the
Enforcement Dept at ABC and did get plastic sheeting placed over the building. However,
it is clear that the building is still deteriorating. | will continue to insist that action is taken
over this listed building.

Waste Water Treatment Works at Chilmington Green: Hodson’s have submitted an
application for the Waste Water Treatment Plant on Chilmington Green Road to deal with
sewage from the development which cannot be dealt with by Southern Water while the
Stodmarsh issue still prevents new houses being occupied in the River Stour catchment
area. The issue for Bethersden is that the treated water is scheduled to be discharged into
the Beult which then flows to Bethersden through a number of environmental

projects. Following a Planning Committee meeting this application was deferred for a site
meeting. The site meeting is scheduled for 11" April and the application will come again
before the next Planning Committee meeting 17™ April.

Suez new bin collections: have received very few complaints from residents about the
system which has taken over from the Biffa collection service. | trust that, with a few
hiccups, most people are happy with the new arrangements.



Potholes: There is still a lot of concern over the state of the roads. The KCC has been
given £600m for road maintenance. Read in a report recently that the country would need
£16.3b to bring all its roads up to an acceptable standard.

Picturehouse in Ashford: The company, which runs Cineworld in Eureka Park in
Ashford, also ran the Picturehouse at Elwick Place. It has handed back its lease to
ABC. ABC has decided to continue to run the Picturehouse while a new tenant is
found. Unfortunately, the previous tenant did little to promote the Picturehouse through
advertising or its choice of films which often clashed with those shown at Eureka Park.

7. Financial Report
In December the Council Precepted for £45K an increase of £5K from the previous year.

Income was £76K, expenditure was £81K with receipts from Section 106 monies being
£28K.

£13.25K has been spent on the children’s play area, £9.5K on the tennis courts and £4K
on CCTYV at the recreation ground. A more detailed analyses can be seen on the website.

8. Hoads Wood

The Chairman gave an overview of a very complex situation which is currently unfolding.

The meeting finished at 1910hrs.



