Bethersden Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Mr Colin Tearle Sunny Lawns Densole Lane Densole CT18 7BL
email: parish.clerk@bethersden-pc.gov.uk tel: 01303 892621

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 9" October 2024 in
Bethersden Village Hall at 1900hrs.

Appendix A

Ashford Borough Councilors’ reports.

132/2024 Present

Clirs A Boyd (Chairman), E Allen, K Brannan, P Buss, J Crannis, A Jordan, M Peters and
C Tearle (Parish Clerk).

Clir A Pickering (ABC) and one member of the public.

133/2024 Apologies
Clirs K Mitchell and J Blanford (ABC).
134/2024 Declarations of Interest

Cllr K Brannan DPI Min No: PA/2024/1693
Clirs A Boyd, A Jordan and M Peters OSI Min No: PA/2024/1693
ClIrs A Jordan OSI Min No: PA/2024/1355

135/2024 Minutes of the Meeting of the 11" September 2024

It was resolved to approve and sign those subject to the following amendments:
Min No:123/2024 (b) PA/20241355 that the words “It was resolved that” prefaces the
planning comments.

Min No: 123/2024(b) PA/2024/1489 that the words, “The above was resolved” is
entered at the end of the report.

136/2024 Councillor Vacancy

Due to a lack of candidates this item was deferred.



137/2024 Planning Applications

To consider the following applications

PA/2024/1355-Land off Bull Lane, Potten Fm, Bethersden, TN26 3HB
Widening of the existing access and laying of hardstanding (retrospective).
APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

Clir A Jordan withdrew from the meeting having declared an OSI.

PA/2024/1693-The George Inn, The Street, Bethersden, TN26 3AG

Listed Building Consent for the installation of electric fan and flue to existing flue collar and
base.

At this point Clirs K Brannan left the meeting having declared a DPI, followed by those
shortly after of those who had declared an OSI, namely Clirs A Boyd, E Allen and M
Peters. In view of this it became necessary to elect to temporary Chairman. Clir P Buss
was proposed and seconded to fulfil this role.

It was resolved that in view of the Parish Council’s long standing support within the
local community for pursuing the purchase of The George Inn PH, and returning it
to its former self as a valuable local community asset, we have decided that we
should decline on making any planning or listed building comments affecting the
property at this juncture.

As aresult, we will be content on this occasion for ABC to decide the current listed

building application (ref PA/2024/1693) without any planning/listed building
comments or input from ourselves.

At this point all those councillors who had withdrawn from the meeting rejoined the
meeting.

138/2024 Hoads Wood Update from the Environment Agency (EA)

1. The EA issued the tender for clearing the waste from the site on Monday 16" Sept.
and will be open for 15 days. This deadline will not be extended, despite requests
from some suppliers.

Site visits have taken place this week with six prospective suppliers.

3. We continue to work to the timeline shared on the 13" Sept. We anticipate physical
work on the site starting at the end of October, but this will be subject to review
following review of tenders.

4. We have engaged with a local landowner to use part of their land as a site

compound once the clearance work starts.

The EA has received no further odour complaints from residents.

6. The EA continues to take water samples downstream of the waste to assess
environmental impact.

7. The EA's investigation into those responsible for dumping the waste continues to

progress. The EA is working with partner organisations to gather evidence to

maximise the chances of successful enforcement action.

The EA has responded to an FOI request for copies of these briefings.

9. The MP for the neighbouring constituency of Ashford, Sojan Joseph (LAB), has
written to the EA for an update on the waste clearance. We have provided a
response confirming the status.
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10.We continue to provide fortnightly copy of this briefing to the constituency MP,
representatives of ° Rescue Hoads Wood™ and the Parish Council. We will copy in
Sojan Joseph MP in future.

11.Review tender submissions.

12.Kent Fire and Rescue Service drone flight planned for 30" Sept.2024.

139/2024 Ashford Wanderers FC

Following the notification last Tuesday that asbestos may have been discovered
lining one of the walls the Parish Clerk is to arrange a site meeting with all
interested parties.

140/2024 VE Day 80 Celebrations

It was agreed to defer to the next agenda and liaise with Tracey Laws in the meantime.

141/2024 Finance Report

It was resolved to approve the schedule of payments and bank balances.

30" September 2024 £
Lloyds Bank — Treasurers Account 67,559.81
Lloyds Bank — George Field Account 8,983.57
Co-op Bank 21,128.01
Income

Precept (Half — Year) 22,500.00
Bank Interest 7.62
Expenditure

C Tearle (Salary & Expenses) 1,334.46
Countrywide Grnds Maint Ltd (595785 & 595306) 639.60
Chris Buckman 165.00
Bethersden Village Hall (BVH — 2024-180) 28.00
InkXpress (Cartridges) 148.80
*SSE Energy 329.43
Kent County Playing Fields Association 20.00
A Boyd (Expenses) 51.02

Future Agars — This notifies Members that from next year the Council will be required to
confirm to Mazars that the Parish Council is conforming to the Data Protection Regulations
regards the use of gov.uk addresses for the Council emails. Should a negative response
be made, then this will be reported as an “other matter” by Mazars.

142/2024 Date of the Next Meeting

This will be on Wednesday 13" November 2024 at 1800hrs in Bethersden Village Hall.
143/2024 Exclusion of the Public

It was resolved to exclude the public and the press from the meeting for the following item

of business by virtue of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, by reason of
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted

144/2024 Playground Working Party Report (Clir M Peters)

This is a further CONFIDENTIAL update to the reports | previously provided at the PC
meetings on 31 July 2024 and 11 Sept 2024.



The Council is advised that progress has been sadly slow in moving maters forward since
the last Parish Council Committee meeting on 11 Sept, both due to my holiday period and
the slow responses by two of the companies we are still waiting for quotes from.

| will be chasing these and will report further in due course.

However, the primary purpose of this latest report (update report no 3), is to (i) confirm the
objective of the upgrade works and (ii) agree a budget for the playground works, so that
this can be fully included in our financial plans over the next 12 months.

Objectives
The objective of the project is to:-

0] repair, refurbish and repaint four items of existing equipment/structure,

(i) retain two existing play items,

(i) remove and replace the remainder of the play equipment with new items and
(iv)  extensive resurfacing, plus small sections of safety fencing

Based on the completion of the above, the playground of the future will provide a total of
13 items of play equipment/shelter structure (viz. 4 refurbished, two retained and seven
new items of equipment).

Budget

Although some quotes are awaited, there are now clear indication of the sort of budget that
will be required to achieve our objectives, as follows:-

Repair/refurb and paint four existing items £3,000 +VAT
New items, plus resurfacing £80,000 +VAT
15% project contingency £12,500

£95,500 +VAT

As mentioned in previous update reports, there is some existing S106 monies (approx
£48,000) that can likely contribute towards the upgrade costs, but (i) is clearly well short of
the anticipated total costs and (ii) ultimately has got to be agreed by ABC, before it can be
released and spent.

Consequently, for the Council's current purposes, the anticipated full costs (plus
appropriate contingency) needs to be included in the preparation of the Council's next
budget

It was resolved that to successfully implement the above upgrade to the children’s
playground, that the above total sum of £95,500+VAT be incorporated in our next budget.

145/2024 Bethersden Tennis Club

The Council Chairman and Parish Clerk gave a detailed verbal report on a recent meeting
with two officers of the Tennis Club that they had requested. This was about their current
operating costs especially those associated with the Parish Council, namely the rent and
electricity costs. The current 21yr lease was negotiated and agreed in 2021 and set at



£3,500.00 with a proviso that it increases each year in line with the RPI. All clauses in the
lease were agreed via our respective solicitors.

During rent years, due to Covid, the cost of providing electricity had risen sharply (basically
doubling). As a result, the Council had to increase its charge per unit from £4.00 to
£7.00/hr. Recently costs have halved so the Council now proposes to drop its charge to
£5.00/unit for the next year. This was so resolved.

It was further resolved that the time charges should be reduced to half hour periods vis.
£2.50/token/half hour.

Appendix A
Clir A Pickering (ABC)

He reported that there had been unforeseen problems in moving from the current civic
centre. This has delayed the move.

For the foreseeable Eurostar will not be using Ashford as a stop.

The fly-tipping clear-up has started along Etchden Rd.

Clir J Blanford (ABC)

Two appeals. The Waste Water Treatment Plant appeal was upheld by the Inspector who
said that the Cttee should not have got involved with the decision to discharge the treated
water into the Beult. Now we have to wait for a decision by the Environment Agency as to
whether they will grant the application a licence to do just this. Expenses have been
awarded against ABC as the Inspector thought that two of the objections were either trivial
or not within the remit of the Planning Cttee.

Possingham Farm, 655 houses along the A28. The appeal started yesterday in the Civic
Centre. | attended in order to find out the timetable and when | would be allowed to
address the hearing on behalf of the residents only to find that the Inspector expected to
hear opening remarks from the main contenders, i.e. ABC, KCC and Hodson's and also
others such as myself that morning. Hence | had to scramble together some notes and do
my best. | covered the lack of development at Chilmington, the traffic issues on the A28
which would be enhanced with the additional homes, the density of the building, the lack of
facilities, damage to the environment, etc. The hearing lasts 6 days.

ABC Planning Dept arranged a workshop for members to hear about Biodiversity Net
Gain. Two and half hours on a very complicated matter which ensures that developers
would have to provide an additional 10% improvement in the environment over any
environmental loss that might have taken place.



