Bethersden Parish Council

Parish Clerk: Mr Colin Tearle Sunny Lawns Densole Lane Densole CT18 7BL
email: parish.clerk@bethersden-pc.gov.uk tel: 01303 892621

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 13" March 2024 in
Bethersden Village Hall at 1900hrs.

Reports
Appendix A: ClIr J Blanford (ABC)

18/2024 Present

Clirs A Boyd (Chairman), E Allan, K Brannan, P Buss, J Crannis, A Jordan, M Peters,
K Mitchell and C Tearle (Parish Clerk).

19/2024  Apologies
Clir J Blanford (ABC) & Clir S Buckman

20/2024 Declarations of Interest

Clir A Boyd a DPI in relation to planning application PA/2024/0346; minute number
PA/22/2024

21/2024 Minutes of the Meeting held on the 14" February 2024

It was resolved to approve and sign these.

22/2024  Planning Applications

a) To consider the following applications
PA/2024/0236-Land to the north west of Brook Meadow, Wissenden Lane, Bethersden.
Erection of one detached dwelling and detached car barn with associated access,
landscaping and biodiversification enhancements.
Bethersden PC recommends that ABC refuses to grant planning permission for
another detached dwelling on the basis that if permitted it would be a materially
isolated and unrelated siting of a building which would result in an unacceptable
and visually intrusive form of development which fails to satisfactorily integrate
with the prevailing character and appearance of the surrounding area causing
significant and unacceptable harm to the character and appearance of the
countryside.
This is reinforced by that of ABC when refusing the first attempt to develop this
open field (re application 21/02014)

PA/2024/0068-Field west of Mudlark Cottage, Norton Lane, Bethersden.
The excavation of a 150m2 wildlife pond to promote the breeding activity of local Great
Created Newts populations, funded by Natural England District Level Licencing Scheme.
1. We recognise the benefit of creating a new wildlife habitat in the area,
especially for a protected species such as crested newts.



2. We recognise that the proposal is proposed to be undertaken in conjunction
with Natural England.

3. We formally ask ABC to ensure that the bunding to be created around the
proposed pond shall only be formed by the excavated earth that will be dug
out to form the proposed pond itself, and that no imported earth or material
whatsoever should be used in the creation of the pond or the bunding.

That said, if it transpires that additional material is required to complete the
proposed work, that ABC ensures that only 100% bona-fide inert material is
imported from properly recognised and licensed sources, to ensure no direct
or indirect contamination of the surrounding area, new pond or any nearby
watercourses or the water table.

4. We ask ABC to liaise closely with the applicants for them to voluntarily accept
responsibility to protect the highway verges (along the application site
frontage, and entry point into the application site), from damage caused by
overrunning plant, vehicles and/or machinery associated with the creation of
the pond, and any damage that is caused shall be required to be made good
within a strict timetable set by ABC.

5. Finally, we also ask ABC to liaise closely with the applicants for them to
voluntarily control any plant, excavation machinery and/or other vehicles
associated with the creation of the pond from accessing the application site
such that it does not pass either through the centre of Bethersden Village or
the local Primary School in the interests of highway and pedestrian safety.

At this point Clir A Boyd declared a DPI because of a connection to the applicant on a non
council issue and left the meeting. The Vice-Chairman then took over chairing that part of
the agenda.

PA/2024/0346-Lazy Meadow Fm, Smarden Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3HE

Erection of one dwelling with associated access, parking and landscaping, following the
demolition of an existing agricultural building

Bethersden PC objects to the above application for the following reasons:-

We submit that the earlier applications, as approved under the “prior approval
procedures”, recognised that the form, proportions, location and appearance of the
existing agricultural buildings were an integral part of the established character of
the surrounding area and consequently their respective conversion for residential
purposes would not materially intrude or impinge into the character of the
surrounding landscape.

The current application, on the other hand, is a completely different proposition in
planning terms and we do not accept the so called “fall back position” can
legitimately be allowed to be used as a bargaining point for the current scheme,
regardless of the various footprint sizes and other comparative calculations etc that
have been submitted. We also contend that, by being on the south side of the A28
and set well back from the road frontage, serves to substantially isolate the
application site from the village settlement and associated facilities.

As aresult, the proposal now represents a completely new stand-alone and
significantly more urban form of ‘new build’ development, comprising two separate
dwellings and a detached garage block, that is at a different scale,
design/appearance and orientation compared to the existing agricultural buildings,
and thereby is materially harmful to, and not in keeping with, the established
character or appearance of its surroundings.



At this point ClIr A Boyd rejoined the meeting.

PA/2024/0347-Low Wood Fm, Ashford Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3AP

Proposal to demolish Dutch barn and wooden barn, erect two detached houses with
garages, access, landscaping and ancillary works.

It was resolved to raise objections to the above application for the following
reasons:-

We submit that the earlier applications, as approved under the “prior approval
procedures”, recognised that the form, proportions, location and appearance of the
existing agricultural buildings were an integral part of the established character of
the surrounding area and consequently their respective conversion for residential
purposes would not materially intrude or impinge into the character of the
surrounding landscape.

The current application, on the other hand, is a completely different proposition in
planning terms and we do not accept the so called “fall back position” can
legitimately be allowed to be used as a bargaining point for the current scheme,
regardless of the various footprint sizes and other comparative calculations etc that
have been submitted. We also contend that, by being on the south side of the A28
and set well back from the road frontage, serves to substantially isolate the
application site from the village settlement and associated facilities.

As aresult, the proposal now represents a completely new stand-alone and
significantly more urban form of ‘new build’ development, comprising two separate
dwellings and a detached garage block, that is at a different scale,
design/appearance and orientation compared to the existing agricultural buildings,
and thereby is materially harmful to, and not in keeping with, the established
character or appearance of its surroundings.

PA/2024/0389-Vitters Oak, Old Surrenden Manor Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3DW
Erection of proposed garage
It was resolved to support this application

23/2024 The Bull Stables

Concern was expressed with the perceived lack of progress with the Bull Stables and the
deteriorating condition of the whole structure.

24/2024 Chairman’s Report

We welcome our newly appointed Parish Councillor - Cllr Mike Peters. His previous
planning experience will be most welcome to the council.

The Parish Council has called a public meeting to be held on Friday 15" March at The
Bethersden Village Hall regards the Hoads Wood debacle - Damian Green MP will be in
the Chair.

A very satisfactory meeting has been held between the Parish Council, the Environment
Agency and Ashford Borough Council, to discuss and formulate the Bethersden
Emergency Resilience Plan.

The Parish is in the process with updating the KCC Parish Highway Improvement Play. A
discussion regards updating the Highways Improvement Plan will be taken later Our
concerns about the safety of our parishioners and particularly our children on this very
dangerous A28 road

The Village Hall now has Wi-Fi which will make it more attractive for bookings.

The parish council is still trying to get ABC to meet to with The Borough Councillors, ABC
planners and Drainage expert regards the George Field attenuation tank.



The Parish Council is still trying to get a conclusion regards the land registry transfer of the
George Field Boundary fence and George Grove

A meeting of councillors is programmed for Thursday evening at the Recreation Field
Childrens area to decide the programme of improvements to the site.

The Fire extinguisher in the pavilion has been replaced.

The CCTV system at the recreation ground is now complete and in working order, it
covers the carpark and vehicle entrance, youth shelter, childrens play area, the pavilion
and the pedestrian entrance.

A metal fabricator has attended to quote for the repairs to the youth shelter we await his
response.

Attempts will continue to try and communicate with the hierarchy of KCC Highways
regards the installation of a speed meter, speed watch and a safe crossing of the A28, as
they emphasise their control over these matters.

St. Margaret’s Church on Palm Sunday 24" March 2024 they are using the George Field
for the community to meet and set off to the service with two donkeys

BT has contacted the Council regards the books in the old telephone box by the post
office. They have requested their removal. It is understood that the Parish Council had
purchased the box as a redundant property many years ago. Investigation are ongoing to
regularise the situation.

Nothing further has been heard regards to the development on the Stevenson’s site
Work has taken place towards a Parish Resilience plan

25/2024 Finance

It was resolved to approve the schedule of payments and bank balances

15t March 2024 £
Lloyds Bank — Treasurers Account 37,925.32
Lloyds Bank — George Field Account 14,231.69
Co-op Bank 21,128.01
Income

Lloyds Bank (Interest) 15.70
Bethersden Tennis Club 637.00
Expenditure

C Tearle (Salary & Expenses) 1,281.01
Countrywide Grounds Maintenance 579.34
Chris Buckman (Village Handyman) 120.00
Timpson (Pavilion Keys) 19.90
Bethersden VH (BVH-2024-24) 28.00
Bethersden VH (BVH-2024-37) 28.00
Amazon (Fire Extinguisher Pavilion) 29.99
MMP Accounting Solutions (Payroll) 105.60

26/2024  Councillor Training (Planning)

Councillor M Peters has agreed to run a short course on planning (regulations and law).

This be on the 25" March 2024 in Bethersden Village Hall at 1900hrs.




27/2024  Highway Improvement Plan (HIP)

The modifications to the recently circulated HIP have been approved for submission.
28/2024 The George Field

It was resolved to apply to ABC to plant the fruit trees offered for planting next autumn in
the George Field.

A discussion regards the unsatisfactory lack of progress by ABC regards the resolution of
attenuation tank in the George field led to a suggestion of ABC maladministration. The
Clerk to write to the Chief Executive and Leader of the ABC Council seeking resolution.
The Chairman reminded the meeting of the ABC Freeflow report which recorded the
dissatisfaction with the whole drainage scheme of the George Grove and Field

29/2024 Telephone Box (Outside the Post Office)

Despite what was perceived, it now appears that Bethersden PC did not purchase the
telephone box which stands outside the post office on private land many years ago. This is
a facility which is still operational. It now appears that at sometime in the distant past we
agreed to “sponsor” the telephone box. Enquires are ongoing to determine its future. In the
meantime ClIr J Crannis is seeing if the “book exchange” can be moved to the church.

30/2024 Bethersden Community Resilience Plan

A meeting was recently held at the ABC offices to up date this document which was
recently circulated to Members. It was resolved to approve this for submission.

31/2024  Parish/Public Meetings
There are two planned:

a) Hoads Wood on the 15" March 2024 in Bethersden Village Hall at 1700hrs
b) The Annual Parish Meeting on the 10™ April 2024 in Bethersden Village Hall at
1800hrs.

32/2024 Date of the Next Meeting

This will be on the 10" April 2024 in Bethersden Village Hall at 1900hrs.
33/2024 Exclusion of the Public

It was resolved unanimously to exclude the public and the press from the meeting for the
following item of business by virtue of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960,
by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted

34/2024 Legal Matters

The Parish Clerk appraised Members of the information that he had. Fifteen new
documents had been sent through to the office this afternoon which he had not had the
time to evaluate. These will be dealt with next month. He was asked by Members to record
his time spent on this extra work.

Appendix A

Bethersden PC Report — 13" March 2023

Very many apologies for not being present in person. Unfortunately, the date clashes with
our monthly Planning Cttee. meeting at the Civic Centre. | cannot miss the meeting as |
chair it.




Suez : the new waste material collection service. You may have received information from
ABC regarding the new service which is being sent out this week. It starts from the 24"
March. You will receive a separate letter announcing the day of collection. | believe it will
be Thursday. There is likely to be a four week gap between the last recycling collection
and the next one. ABC will be happy to pick up any recycling that you cannot fit into your
bin placed beside your bin. If you have “Assisted service” that will continue without you
having to contact ABC.

Picturehouse, Ashford: the owners of the Picturehouse are giving up their contract for
running the Picturehouse and ABC have decided to take this on in the interim while looking
for a new provider. The advertising for the Picturehouse is so poor, in fact, non-existent
that it is not surprising if the Picturehouse has not seen the numbers attending films as
high as they would like. A company called The Big Picture will actually be running the
cinema, making improvements, while looking at a new cinema provider to take over.
Eurostar: The KCC, Dartford BC and Ashford BC have been carrying out a survey which
shows that there is a large demand for the Eurostar to reinstate the stops at Ashford
International and Ebbsfleet. However, Eurostar still say that they cannot consider opening
it until 2025. They cite the reason as having to bear the cost of putting in extra checks at
the stations regarding the passengers, i.e. biometric tests. This is because, since Brexit,
the UK is outside Europe and cannot benefit from the conditions which apply to Euro
members. It is worth continuing to badger Eurostar if only to show the wider world that
there is a customer base in Kent which currently resents having to go to London to catch
the Eurostar train, which might encourage a different train provider to make a bid for the
service.

Hoad’s Wood meeting: | shall be at this meeting on Friday evening at the Village Hall. It
will be chaired by Damian Green MP and | hope we shall find a way of returning the
woodland to its natural state.

Finally, just to say that a Borough Councillor’'s week is never dull. This week | will have
attended one Parish Council meeting (sent a report to the second one), have attended a
meeting on the cinema, chaired the Planning Cttee, attended the Kent Flood Risk meeting
at County Hall, attended the Personal Safety workshop at the Civic Centre, a Council
meeting and the Hoad’s Wood meeting as well as answering emails.



