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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 16
th

 May2019 in Bethersden 

Village Hall at 1930hrs. 

 

PRESENT 

Councillors: A Boyd (Chairman), E Allen, K Brannan, P Boyd, S Buckman, G Burnett, P Buss,     

J Crannis, K Mitchell and C Tearle (Parish Clerk).  

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Cllr A Pickering (ABC) and 26 members of the public 

 

Reports (please see appendix A) 

 

45/2019 Election of Chairman 

Cllr A Boyd was elected as Chairman for the forthcoming municipal year and duly signed the 

declaration of acceptance of office. 

 

46/2019 Election of Vice Chairman 

Cllr K Brannan was elected as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming municipal year and duly signed 

the declaration of acceptance of office. 

 

47/2019 Apologies 

None 

 

48/2019 Minutes of the meeting of the 10
th

 April 2019 

It was resolved to approve them. 

 

49/2019 Declarations of Interest 

Cllrs A Boyd and P Boyd (OSI) Minute No: 51/2019 application number 19/00613/AS. 

 

50/2019 Parish Clerk`s Report 

a)The Clerk reminded Members that a public consultation is about to start on the Bethersden 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

b)There has been a bad water leak at the recreation ground which came to light with Castle 

Water`s March invoice although the reading was taken on the 1
st
 January 2019. Although we will 

under receive an allowance from that reading in January we are not legally entitled to an allowance 

for use prior to that date. An insurance claim for the period July to December 2018 has now been 

made. 

 

51/2019 Finance 

 It was resolved to approve the schedule of payments and bank balances. 

 

Balances as at 1
st
 May 2019                                                                                                   £                                                                                        

Lloyds Bank - George Field Account                                                                              28,409.71                                                                                                                             
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Lloyds Bank – Treasurer`s Account                                                                                63,898.85  

Co-op Account                                                                                                                 20,038.59 

 

INCOME  

Lloyds Bank Interest                                                                                                         1.15 

ABC – Precept                                                                                                                 15,452.50                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                    

EXPENDITURE   

C Tearle –  Clerk (April 2019)                                                                                           1,050.18                                                                                                                                                                   

C Tearle – Expenses (April 2019)                                                                                         120.34 

C Tearle – (Recreation ground fertilizer)                                                                              740.64                                                                                                                                          

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance (Apr 2019)                                                                   286.91 

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance (Apr 2019)                                                                   218.46  

K Beale (Small Works Contractor April 2019)                                                                     202.50    

Besthost (.gov.uk email accounts)                                                                                           69.00 

Serendipidy Flowers (M Shaw)                                                                                               50.00 

Bethersden CC (Grant as agreed 2018)                                                                                  800.00 

KALC (Good Councillors Guide)                                                                                            26.91 

MMP2018 (Payroll Services)                                                                                                 150.00 

Business Stream (Rec.Grnd)                                                                                                   913.55 

Castle Water (Rec.Grnd)                                                                                                      1,280.85 

 

52/2019 Appointments to Outside Bodies 

It was resolved to appoint the following councillors to the bodies listed. 

a) KALC – Cllrs A Boyd and S Buckman 

b) Parish Forum - Cllrs K Brannan and G Burnett 

c) Village Hall Committee- Cllr J Crannis 

d) Community Safety Liaison – Cllrs E Allen and J Crannis 

e) Chilmington Green Community Group – K Brannan and G Burnett 

 

53/2019 Planning                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
a) Permitted Planning Applications 

 

18/01051/AS-Land at Lovelace Fm, Wissenden Lane Bethersden, TN26 3AJ 

Change of use of land from agricultural to use for Shepherds Hut for holidays (retrospective). 

 

18/01066/AS-Land know as the Colt Ponds, Pluckley Rd, Bethersden 

Siting of four mobile log cabins (caravans) and construction/repair of pedestrian tracks for fishing 

holidays and general holiday use. 

 

19/00045/AS-Summerhill, Ashford Rd, Bethersden,TN26 3LF 

Change of use of ancillary living accommodation into holiday accommodation. 

 

18/01246/AS-Pilgrims Rest, Old Surrenden Manor Rd, Bethersden. 

Discharge of conditions 7 & 10.           

 

b) Refused Planning Applications 

 

17/01411/AS-Pilgrims Rest, Old Surrenden Manor Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3DJ 

Revision for the addition of a single storey side extension, the addition of doors/windows and removal 

of roof lights on planning permission 17/01411/AS (Erection of agricultural storage building with 

associated hard standing and access). 

 

18/00777/AS-Oldbury, Brissenden Green Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3BJ 

Demolition of existing B8 storage building and erection of replacement building for B8 Storage. 



 

18/01246/AS-Pilgrims Rest, Old Surrenden Manor Rd, Bethersden TN26 3DJ 

Non-material amendment to include position of openings and colouration of external materials on 

planning permission 18/01246/AS (Erection of a light industrial workshop for the salvaging and 

recycling of timbers for furniture making). 

 

19/00401/AS-Runsell Cottage, Pluckley Rd, Bethersden TN26 3ET 

Proposed single storey rear extension and re-roofing of the existing bungalow. 

   

c) To consider the following applications 

 

19/00530/AS-Journeys End, Brissenden Green Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3JX 

Change of use from copse to residential for the construction of a workshop/garage/garden store. 

It was resolved to support this application. 

 

19/00535/AS-Beult Cottage, Ashford Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3LB 

Proposed new dwelling in lieu of application 18/01826/AS (prior approval not required) including 

demolition of existing barns.  

It was resolved to support this application.  

 

19/00539/AS & 19/00540/AS-Ring Cottage, Wissenden Green, Bethersden TN26 3EW. 

Works of conversion to provide ancillary accommodation to include erection of porch and changes to 

fenestration to curtilage listed outbuilding. Associated Listed Building reference 19/00540/AS Works 

of conversion to include erection of porch, change to fenestration, new oak roof trusses with insulation 

to curtilage listed outbuilding. 

It was resolved to support this application. 

 

19/00573/AS-Llangibby, Ashford Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3LF 

Erection of a Two-Bay Car Barn. 

It was resolved to support this application. 

 

19/00613/AS-Oldbury, Brissenden Green Lane, Bethersden TN26 3DJ. 

Rebuild of an existing commercial storage building with new materials amounting to precisely the 

same overall height and footprint as the existing building. 

It was resolved to recommend refusal as this would mean: 

a) Increased industrialization of the site. 

b) Already an alleged problem of the site keeping to the agreed planning conditions ie 

operating hours. 

c) It is on a flood plan that has frequently problems. 

 

NB Before the vote was taken Cllrs A Boyd and P Boyd left the meeting having previously declared a 

OSI. After the vote on this item they returned to the meeting. 

 

54/2019 Freedom of Information Request (FOI) 

The Clerk reported to the Council that since February 2019 he had been dealing with an FOI request 

from former Councillor I Anderson about the award of the contract to renovate and repair the George 

Field footpaths. At the time he was a member of the Parish Council and present for the debate. 

He reported that that he had rejected the request on the grounds of cost to a small local authority under 

section 12 and that this position had been challenged and subsequently a review was requested and the 

original decision was upheld. (Members had circulated with the correspondence in relation to this). 

This review was carried out by the Chairman as suggested by the FOI Office. 

Further communications have now been received from the Information Commissioners Office and the 

Clerk awaits developments. 



The Clerk went on to report that last July the request under the Audit regulations made by Mr 

Anderson when he was a councilor took 35 hours to deal with. The effect it was the same as an FOI 

request. Other matters have also come to light which the Clerk reported on. 

It was resolved that the Council fully supports and endorses the actions taken by the Clerk in rejecting 

this FOI request. 

 

55/2019 Transport Regulation Order  

It was resolved to go ahead with the “Unsuitable for HGV`s” signs as per Minute number 40/2019 

dated 10
th

 April 2019 at the price of £4,876.39. 

 

56/2019 A28 Pedestrian Crossing 

It was resolved to set up a working group consisting of Cllrs A Boyd, G Burnett, P Buss plus (non-

councillors) C Buckley, D Solley, G Williams and N Vincent to study the problem and the options. 

 

57/2019 Date of the Next Council Meeting 

This will be on Friday 21
st
 June 2019 at 1900hrs in Bethersden Village Hall. 

 

58/2019 Exclusion of the Public 

It was resolved to exclude the public and the press from the meeting for the following item of business 

by virtue of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, by reason of the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted. 

 

59/2019 Mill Rd Layby 
A decision was agreed to proceed with the scheme to stop traffic parking in that area subject to the 

acceptance of a quote at the previous Council meeting. This scheme is in accordance with KCC 

Highways Regulations. 

The Council have awarded this contract to Datum Groundworks Ltd. 

 

 

Appendix A 

A Pickering (ABC) 

He welcomed the new councilors and reported that ABC was under the control of a Conservative 

administration. He is still in the Cabinet responsible for Customer Services and HR. 

ABC was 27
th

 in the country for recycling and that in view of the shortage of planning officers he 

would be awarding 4 bursaries for Planning Officers over the next 4 years. 

 

 

 


