
BETHERSDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

  
Parish Clerk                                                                                            Sunnylawns 
Colin Tearle                                                                                           Densole Lane               
Telephone:  01303892621                                                                              Densole                
                   07860322730                                                                         Folkestone 
Email: parish.clerk@bethersden-pc.gov.uk                                                 CT18 7BL 
 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 13
th

 March 2019 held in Bethersden Village 

Hall at 1930hrs. 

 

PRESENT 
Councillors: A Boyd (Chairman), I Anderson, K Brannan, P Buss, J Crannis, S Dacre, R Orchard 

and C Tearle (Parish Clerk). 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Cllr J Blanford (ABC), Cllr A Pickering (ABC) plus 20 members of the public. 

 

Public questions and comments 

Please refer to Appendix B. 

 

24/2019 Chairman`s Opening Remarks 

Please refer to Appendix A 

 

25/2019 Apologies 

Cllrs K Cordrey, K Mitchell and PCSO`s Richards and Jones. 

 

26/2019 Minutes of the Meeting of the 5
th

 March 2019. 

It was resolved to approve them. 

 

27/2019 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr K Brannan – DPI /2019 (19/00113/AS) and an OSI on (19/00256/AS)  

 

28/2019 Parish Clerk`s Report 

a) Cllr R Orchard has made a complaint to Mr T Mortimer (ABC Monitoring Officer) that our 

Council budget and precept setting procedures were incorrect. 

b) Cllr S Dacre has made an official complaint to Mr T Mortimer ABC Monitoring Officer) on 

another subject.  

c) Cllr I Anderson has made a Freedom of Information request about the repair of the footpaths in 

the George Field. 

During Cllr Anderson`s long explanation of his position, he refused to give way to the Chairman 

who was trying to call him to order. This caused the Chairman to suspend the meeting for 10 

minutes.  

d) Because of legal reasons due to the forthcoming Parish Council elections, the first meeting of 

the new Council will take place on Thursday May 16
th

 at 1930hrs in Bethersden Village Hall. 

 

29/2019 Finance 
       It was resolved to approve the schedule of payment and bank balances on a recorded vote 

       In favor 4; Cllrs A Boyd, K Brannan J Crannis and P Buss. 

       Against 3: Cllrs I Anderson, S Dacre and R Orchard. 

mailto:parish.clerk@bethersden-pc.gov.uk
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Balances as at 1
st
 March 2019      

                                                                                                                                          £ 

Lloyds Bank - George Field Account                                                                               31,247.57 

Lloyds Bank - Treasurer`s Account                                                                                  61,027.06 

Co-op Account                                                                                                                  20,038.59 

 

INCOME  

Lloyds Bank Interest                                                                                                                   

KCC Highways (George Field footpath renovations)                                                          1000.00 

Tennis Club Tokens                                                                                                                548.00 

Stratfords (Defib donation)                                                                                                     120.00 

 

EXPENDITURE 

C Tearle (Feb Salary)                                                                                                              982 73 

C Tearle (Feb Expenses)                                                                                                           92.82                                                                                                     

All Clear Services                                                                                                                    280.98  

T Stubbs (Cemetery Extension)                                                                                            5,896.80 

South Downs National Park Authority (BNP work)                                                             2,650.00 

Countrywide                                                                                                                             284.06 

Countrywide                                                                                                                             216.30 

A Boyd - BNP Printing Costs                                                                                                   370.57 

KALC (One place at Planning Conference)                                                                               72.00   

Tennis Club (T Carlton)                                                                                                              26.78 

ETC Sports Surfaces (Tennis Courts)                                                                                    1,080.00 

 

30/2019 Planning    
a) Notification 

Winters Court Fm, Old Surrenden Manor Rd. 

ABC have been advised of the level of activity currently taking place on this site and are investigating. 

 

b) Approved Planning Applications 

 

18/00230/AS-Land south of unit 5G, Bethersden Business Centre, Chequers Tree Lane, Bethersden 

Stationing of Mobile Home for Residential Use to provide on site security and site manager to Units 

5A - 5G and construction of a landscaped bund. 

 

16/00526/CONA/AS-Old Surrenden Manor, Old Surrenden Manor Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3DL. 

Discharge of conditions 3,4,5,6,7,8,11 and 12. 

 

18/01329/AS-Old Cottage, Ashford Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3LF 

Demolition of the existing dwelling and detached outbuildings and the erection of a replacement 

dwelling, access drive and landscaping. 

 

18/01408/AS-Agricultural Buildings at Etchden Fm, Bethersden,  

Discharge conditions 1,2,3. 

 

18/01656/AS-Tuesnoad Cottage, Tuesnoad Lane, Bethersden TN26 3EH. 

Erection of 4-bay barn style garage and changes to existing driveway. 

 

18/01673/AS-Cinnamon Lounge, Ashford Rd, Bethersden 

Change of use from restaurant (A3) to a mixed use public house (A4) and restaurant (A3) including 

demolition of existing extensions and replacement rear extensions , new front porch. 
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18/01674/AS- Cinnamon Lounge, Ashford Rd, Bethersden 

Internal works to facilitate conversion from restaurant (A3) to a mixed use public house (A4) and 

restaurant (A4) including demolition of existing extensions and replacement rear extensions, new front 

porch, and removal of internal walls. 

 

18/01695/AS-2 Tuesnoad House, Tuesnoad Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3EH 

Removal of agricultural occupancy condition on planning permission WE/9/63/230. 

 

18/01806/AS-Runsell Fm, Pluckley Rd, Bethersden, Ashford, TN26 3ET. 

Construction of a pond for Great Crested Newts in current improved grassland. 

 

18/01834/AS-Melville House, The Street, Bethersden, TN26 3AE 

Demolition of existing conservatory and proposed replacement sunroom. 

 

19/00095/AS-Sunnyside, Wissenden Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3EL 

Conversion of garden store/workshop to provide ancillary accommodation and porch extension. 

 

*19/00046/AS-Rose Court, The Street, Betherden, TN26 3AD 

New Conservation Rooflight 

 

*19/00097/AS-Woodfield House, Pot Kiln Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3HH 

A two storey rear extension; single storey extension. 

 

*19/00167/AS-East Quarter, Etchenden Rd, Bethersden, TN26 3DS 

Construction of single storey rear extension, roof extension, 2 No. new dormers alterations to existing 

dormers, porches to south east and south west elevations to planning permission 17/01890/AS. 

 

c) Prior approval not required 

 

18/01826/AS-Barn at Beult Cottage, Ashford Rd, Bethersden 

Prior approval for associated operational development in accordance with prior approval 17/01625/AS 

(Prior approval change of use from agricultural barn and land within its curtilage to one dwelling 

house). 

 

19/00102/CONA/AS-Agricultural building west of Journeys End, Briisenden Green Lane, Bethersden. 

Prior approval for associated operational development in accordance with prior approval 16/00178/AS 

(Prior approval for change of use from agricultural barn including land within its curtilage to one 

dwelling house) – revision to the design as approved under application 17/01319/AS. 

 

d) Refused planning applications 

16/01271/CONC/AS-Courtlands, Church Hill, Bethersden, TN26 3AQ 

Discharge of conditions 3,5,7,9,11,18,33. 

 

16/01271/CONE/AS-Courtlands, Church Hill, Bethersden, TN26 3AQ 

Discharge conditions 15,16,27. 

 

e) Withdrawn by applicant 

 

18/01188/AS-Courtlands, Church Hill, Bethersden 

Variation to condition 2 on planning permission 16/01271/AS to alter the approved plans to provide a 

rear window on plots. 
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18/01493/AS-Land east of Village Hall, Forge Hill, Bethersden 

Erection of 8 dwellings, new vehicular and pedestrian access open space and landscaping 

 

f) To consider the following applications 

 

19/00041/AS-30 Chester Ave, Bethersden, TN26 3BW 

AMENDED PLANNING APPLICATION 

Erection of front porch. 

It was resolved to support this application 
 

19/00113/AS-Unit 3, Wissenden Corner, Wissenden Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3EL 

Conversion of commercial storage building into two residential units and change of use of adjoining 

land (in association with prior approval reference 18/00096/AS) **** Amended Red Line Boundary. 

It was resolved to oppose this application as it was against the loss of commercial units in the 

parish.  

 

19/00223/AS-Kimberly, Church Hill, Bethersden, TN26 3AQ 

Proposed two storey side extension with rear single storey extension: change existing flat roof dormers 

on front elevation to pitched roof dormers; raised landscaping to front of dwelling and side of dwelling 

to allow extra parking space (revisions to planning permission 18/01609/AS. 

It was resolved to support this application. 

 

19/00256/AS-Brimley House, The Street, Bethersden, TN26 3AG 

Garden Art Studio and store. 

It was resolved to support this application. 

 

31/2019 Recreation Ground 

It was resolved to purchase the fertilizer recommended in the soil report previously circulated. 

 

32/2019 A28 Pedestrian Crossing 

Members have noted that at a recent site meeting between Cllr C Simkins (KCC), D Hickman (KCC 

Highways), Cllr A Boyd (BPC Chairman) and C Tearle (Parish Clerk), it has been recommended that 

KCC undertake a pedestrian survey to establish if there is sufficient demand for a crossing close to 

Forge Hill. To this end Cllr C Simkins has kindly agreed to fund the cost of this from his Members 

Grant. 

  

33/2019 Mill Road Layby 
Following a meeting with D Hickman (KCC Highways), there was a need to determine the way 

forward. We were advised that the works to soft landscape the existing “unofficial” lay by should 

consist of the following: 

 Installation of Glasdon verge marker posts (spaced at 3.5m. centers). 

 Provision of 50mm depth fresh top soil applied to the existing unbound surface. (The existing 

surface material will need perforating/breaking up to allow for sufficient drainage). 

 Application of grass seed to top soiled surface. 

As the works fall within the existing highway boundary there is a need to employ the services of a 

KCC approved highways contractor to undertake the works. A list has been supplied.   

It has been resolved to ask the Clerk to go out to tender. 

 

34/2019 Tennis Club Lease 
The Clerk gave a brief update and said that hopefully all matters would be resolved by the next 

meeting. 
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35/2019 Date of the Next Meeting 
This will be on Wednesday 10

th
 April 2019 in Bethersden Village Hall at 1930hrs immediately after 

the Annual Parish Meeting which will start at 1800hrs 

 

Appendix A 

Chairman’s remarks Parish Council Meeting 13
th

 March 2019 

 

You may remember before the start of the last Council meeting, a document headed “a message to 

parishioners from Ruth Orchard” was circulated to the audience by Cllr Orchard and Cllr Dacre. 

Within that document was many false statements including one referring to Mrs Mary Shaw the 

previous Clerk. Mrs Shaw has written to the Clerk requesting that the following letter and her 

resignation letter is read to this council this evening and be further published on the notice board and 

website 

Most of you know the genuine character of Mrs Shaw and you will appreciate that she is extremely 

distressed by what was written particularly following the stress relate illness, I hope she will not now 

suffer further harassment as a result of this evenings statement 

Those of you who attended the extraordinary meeting of the council last week will remember that a 

statement was made by Cllr Orchard, that the Chief Planning officer Mr Simon Cole that day had told 

her that the meeting was defective and should not take place – no such statement was made by Mr 

Cole & verbally confirmed yesterday to the Clerk and myself. 

The Clerk has received three critical emails from three councillors last week.  

One was a copy letter of complaint from Cllr Dacre which she has submitted to the monitoring officer 

at Ashford Borough Council. The Clerk was not involved in this matter other than speaking to Mr 

Duke at the farm shop regarding the specification for the work on the George Field paths which Mr 

Duke stated that he understood the requirements and would be quoting for the work. The Clerk has not 

been involved with the police. As such this totally baseless complaint and yet another attempt to 

discredit the Clerk.  

The Clerk has officially advised me that he is unable to work with Cllr Dacre on the Mill Road layby. 

as result of the totally untrue letter 

This is a continuing pattern of unacceptable behaviour as has been occurring for the last two years 

All this hopefully will end with the Parish Council elections on 2
nd

 of May. 

 

Mrs Mary Shaw to Parish Clerk 06/03/19 

 

I have been given a copy of the letter dated 13th February 2019 headed “A MESSAGE TO 

PARISHIONERS FROM RUTH ORCHARD” which was circulated to all persons present at the 

Parish Council Meeting of that date but also possibly to a much wider circulation. 

In her letter she made the allegation regarding myself stating :- 

 “Mary Shaw’s letter of resignation (which was written for her) was pure fiction. Had I been 

bullying her, which I hadn’t, why didn’t the Parish Council as her employer step in? Because  it 

never happened, and I can prove it” 

The implication being that I was incapable of writing my own resignation letter, dated 22nd June 

2018. This is a complete lie. This was full of true facts.   

All of Cllr Orchard`s derogatory emails can be verified by the Ashford Borough Monitoring Officer, 

Mr Terence Mortimer who was kept informed of her harassment and bullying of myself since March 

2016.  Many of these were also copied to the Chief Executive, Mrs Tracey Kerly, as was my 

resignation letter. 

In view of the above allegation will you please ensure that this letter, together with my resignation 

letter are read out at the meeting to be held on 13
th

 March 2019, included in the Minutes and also on 

the Bethersden Parish Council Web-site. 
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Mrs Mary Shaw`s Letter of Resignation 22/06/18 

 

Following on from repeated harassment and bullying from Councillor  Orchard, I regret that I am now 

tendering my resignation as Clerk to Bethersden Parish Council as of today’s date. 

My contract states that I must give you four weeks’ notice; therefore I will cease my employment with 

Bethersden Parish Council on Friday 20
th

 July 2018. 

As I know just how long it takes to assimilate the local knowledge required for the smooth operation 

of parish business, I am quite prepared to be of as much assistance to my successor as possible after 

the termination of my employment. 

Up until March 2016 Council meetings were friendly but businesslike, and indeed it was a privilege 

and pleasure to work for you, however after the election of  Mrs. Orchard who would criticize every 

single set of minutes, despite being informed that they should be short, concise, not recording 

“speeches” made in debate, but just recording the decisions made.   

She was delegated the task of displaying items on the notice board including draft minutes – if she did 

not like them, she would put up her own version, despite the fact that council minutes are the sole legal 

responsibility of the Parish Clerk. 

I have suffered her abuse even at Council Meetings, causing me and other Councillors stress. This 

could well have contributed to my heart problems.   

Following my return which was hampered due to my broken wrist, she has now continued this 

harassment via email criticizing myself, therefore this has compounded my reasons for resigning, both 

for my health and sanity. 

 

Appendix B 

 

Mr M McBrian – Congratulated the Council on renovating the George Field footpaths and bemoaned 

the lack of co-operation some councilors have with the public, Clerk and Chairman. 

 

Mrs A Williams – I would like to make public the fact that my husband and I have been receiving hate 

mail for the last five months. To whom it may concern – this form of infantile intimidation will not 

silence either of us, neither will we waiver in our support for those on this Parish Council who have 

had the best interests of this village at the heart of what they do for many years. 

I note that on the agenda are 3 items of complaint from the most disruptive councillors this parish has 

ever had – Cllrs Orchard, Dacre and Anderon. Many in this community have witnessed their 

undermining and bullying behavior, directly or though emails. 

It saddens me that these 3 continue to play playground politics to pursue their own agendas – whatever 

that may be. 

It has a cost, and is still costing the parishioners money that has driven the need to increase the precept 

next year. 

The 2
nd

 May cannot come soon enough. 

 

Cllr A Pickering ABC) 

The ABC Council Tax rise is 3.2%, the lowest in Kent, whilst at the same time maintaining existing 

services. 

Gender Pay Gap – Whilst there is no difference if people were doing the same job, the difference of 

15.2% is caused by the different jobs done by the different genders. 

The recycling levels are the best in Kent 

 

Cllr T Blanford (ABC) 

Talked about Chilmington and how it will develop over the next 20 years. This would include its  

own Parish Council. 
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PCSO Richards & Jones 

I would like to update the council and village of some of the things we have been up to in your area. 

Can I also let residents aware if reporting a vehicle that they believe to be abandoned, that this goes 

through Ashford Borough Council, Abandoned vehicles and all the information is on their website.   

Below I have detailed the main crime for the area. Please see police.co.uk for crime statistics. 
Crime Reports 

I have taken a look at the crime reports from the past month. 

Crime remains low within Bethersden. These are incidents that are being reported in the correct way. 

I have been made aware of a few incidents which have been occurring in the village, in relation to car 

tyres being let down in the village, and cabling being put across a road and myself and PCSO Jones 

have spoken to all individuals which we have been made aware of  this has happened to. We have also 

been working closely with Kathy the Community Warden and had a proactive afternoon visited 

residents in the village. The one thing we did get back from speaking to residents is they know things 

are happening in the village, when asked if they are reporting this lots of them said no.  

Please can I remind residents that are not reporting crimes to do this via 101 or the online reporting 

system www.kentpolice.co.uk report a crime? Emergencies is a 999 call. If this isn’t be done we are 

unaware of any issues you may be having in you village.  

Please be aware: 

Across rural Ashford areas we have seen a rise in burglary in households, outer houses and sheds so 

please be aware of this and take all appropriate steps to secure your property. Steps to securing your 

property are outlined below. 

Also, a number of distraction burglaries across Ashford have been reported of late so please be aware 

of this. 
 

Fraud  

A growing concern is the amount of fraud related crimes being reported across Ashford as a whole. A 

number of people have been targeted by hoax callers claiming they are from respected companies ie. 

Bank, HMRC etc. . The callers are asking for very personal information including bank details. Please 

be aware that these such companies will never call you and ask for this information so I urge you to 

not give any details over the phone. If you do receive any such calls please report them to the police on 

101. 

I would like to remind all residents to be vigilant at all times and to report any suspicious activity via 

the Kent police non-emergency number 101.  

Rural Areas  

Across Ashford we are experiencing more and more attempted burglaries and theft of machinery. 

Below are some steps to help prevent this: 

 Maintain hedges and fences to prevent unwanted visitors from entering your garden 

 Close your garden gate and lock it from the inside 

 Store bins and ladders carefully so they can’t be used as climbing aids 

 Store tools and equipment somewhere secure after use so they don’t get stolen or used to break 

into your home 

 Secure sheds and garages with suitable locks and consider fitting shed alarms and security 

lights 

 Disable lawn mowers and other large machinery when not in use and chain items together  or 

to a solid anchor point 

 Security mark valuable items – taking photographs and recording details such as serial 

numbers and identifying marks can also help to identify items if they get lost or stolen. 

 Consider registering valuables on a property database such as www.immobilise.com 

 

Steps to secure your property 

 Keep front gate closed at all times 

 Lock all external doors. 

 Spotlights can help deter offenders. 

http://www.kentpolice.co.uk/
http://www.immobilise.com/
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 Alarm System- particularly those linked to the police can deter offenders and help police attend 

incidents swiftly. 

 Timer switchers- for lights when you are out at night or on holiday. 

 Keep windows closed particularly at night in the warmer months. 

 Alarms for out buildings 

 Lock sheds and garages 

 Mount CCTV to deter and capture evidence of offences. 

 

 


