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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10
th

 July 2019 in Bethersden Village Hall at 

1900hrs.   

 

 PRESENT 

Councillors: A Boyd (Chairman), E Allen, K Brannan, P Boyd, S Buckman, G Burnett, P Buss,           

J Crannis, K Mitchell and C Tearle (Parish Clerk).     

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Cllr J Blanford (ABC), plus 10 members of the public. 

 

Reports  

(Please see Appendix A) 

 

75/2019 Minutes of the Meeting of the 21
st
 June 2019. 

It was resolved to approve these. 

 

76/2019 Declarations of Interest 

Minute number 79/2019(c) – 19/00256/AS – DPI Cllr K Brannan 

 

77/2019 Clerk`s Report 

a) Mill Rd lay-by renovation is now complete 

b) S 106 Update:- Please refer to minute number 63/2019 for the project details. A meeting has 

been arranged with the relevant ABC officer to discuss the project to “improve” the children`s 

play area. 

c) Several parts with the Defib in The George needed replacing. This is being done and then put 

into the telephone kiosk next to the post office. 

d) The Parish Clerk and the Chairman had a meeting with the Council`s solicitors to progress the 

Tennis Club Lease and the land transfer re George Grove. 

e) The Council has received from the Environment Agency, a programme of national water 

maintenance works, for the next four years, on the rivers under their control which includes the 

Bethersden Stream from the A28 at Forge Hill through Forge Fields and Courtlands onwards 

until it joins the River Beult. 
f) A quote has been received which has been approved to finish the extension to St Margaret`s 

Churchyard. 

g) Bethersden Community Cinema – The Council has agreed in principle to seed fund this 

project. 
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78/2019 Finance 

It was resolved to approve the schedule of payments and bank balances. 

 

Balances as at 1
st
 July 2019                                                                                                          £                                                                                 

Lloyds Bank - George Field Account                                                                              28,412.13                                                        

Lloyds Bank – Treasurer`s Account                                                                                65,975.49 

Co-op Account                                                                                                                 20,038.59 

 

INCOME  

Lloyds Bank Interest                                                                                                          1.25                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

HMRC – VAT Reclaim                                                                                                      7,312.20                                                                                                                

    

EXPENDITURE   

C Tearle – Parish Clerk (June 2019)                                                                                  1,050.18                                                                                                                                                            

C Tearle – Expenses (June 2019)                                                                                          192.52     

HMRC – PAYE                                                                                                                     775.80                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance (July 2019)                                                                   286.91   

Countrywide Grounds Maintenance (July 2019)                                                                   218.46    

K Beale (Small Works Contractor)                                                                                        252.45 

SLCC Membership (Shared with Shepherdswell)                                                                 118.00 

L Lyons Digital                                                                                                                        60.00 

Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd (Annual Support)                                                                  145.20 

Defibshop (The George)                                                                                                           88.80 

Datum Groundworks Ltd (Mill Rd)                                                                                     6,996.00  

Ashford Borough Council (Bus shelter planning application)                                                137.00 

 

79/2019 Planning 

a) Permitted Planning Applications 

 

16/01039/CONA/AS-Farm buildings at Bull Lane Farm, Bull Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3HA 

Discharge of conditions 1, 2 & 3. 

 

19/00779/AS – Kitsbridge Fm, Ashford Rd, Bethersden TN26 3LF 

Proposed use/development would be lawful. 

Certificate of Lawful Development – Proposed construction of residential garage/outbuildings 

 

19/00675/AS – Tuesnoad Grange, Tuesnoad Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3EH 

Demolition of existing extension and the construction of a new two storey extension (resubmission of 

planning permission 16/00311/AS. 

 

19/00683/AS - Tuesnoad Grange, Tuesnoad Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3EH 

Demolition of existing extension and the construction of a new two storey extension (resubmission of 

planning permission 16/00311/AS. 

 

b) Refused Planning Applications 

 

19/00613/AS – Oldbury, Brissenden Green Lane, Bethersden, TN26 3BJ 

Rebuild of an existing commercial storage building with new materials amounting to precisely the 

same overall height and footprint as the existing building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

c) To consider the following applications 

At this point Cllr K Brannan left the meeting 

 

19/00256/AS – Brimley House, The Street, Bethersden TN26 3AG 

Garden Art Studio and Store 

It was resolved to support this application 

 

At this point Cllr K Brannan rejoined the meeting 

 

18/01066/CONA/AS – Land known as the Colts Ponds, Pluckley Rd, Bethersden 

Discharge of condition 9. 

No comment 

 

18/00733/AS – Land adjacent The Barn, Chilmington Green Lane, Great Chart, TN23 3DP 

Erection of 7 detached dwellings and creation of vehicular and pedestrian access together with 

associated infrastructure. 

No comment 

 

19/00929/AS-Farm buildings at Bull Lane Fm, Bull Lane, Bethersden TN26 3HA 

Prior approval for change of use from agricultural building to one dwelling house and associated 

operational development (resubmission of 16/01039AS). 

It was resolved to support this application with the caveat that tests are done for asbestos prior 

to the demolition of the existing structure. 

 

d) Enforcement Action 

An update was received about the three planning appeals at the Oldbury site.  

80/2019 Bethersden Neighbourhood Plan Update 
The next stage will be for ABC to pass the material that is being consulted on, and any representations 

received, to Richard High, the independent Examiner of the Plan. The timescale thereafter will initially 

depend on him and whether he is comfortable moving forwards towards preparing his report or 

whether he considers a hearing session is required on any issue before preparing his report. As and 

when his report is received by ABC, if it recommends any changes to the Plan in order for it to pass 

the ‘basic conditions’ tests, then ABC would notify the PC of those and invite us to agree them. Once 

that is done, then Electoral Services would commence arrangements for a local referendum on the 

final Plan. Inevitably at this stage it is hard to put a timetable to any of this, certainly prior to the close 

of the current consultation and getting any preliminary feedback from the Examiner but it is hoped 

there might be a clearer idea by the end of July. 

 

81/2019 The Use of Council Facilities by Organisations and Bodies 
a) It was resolved to codify the letting arrangements for the grounds owned by the Parish Council. 

In future all applicants will have to apply to the Parish Clerk who will issue a booking form 

with its terms and conditions to agree to.             

b) It was resolved to permit Woodchurch Warriors under 11 to use the recreation ground for 

football on alternate Sunday afternoons from September 2019 to March 2020 provided their 

club is open to recruits from Bethersden and the club promotes its activities locally. 

 

82/2019 Town & Parish Councils VE Day 75 
The Council has decided to see if there is interest from other organisations or the public in holding 

such an event, and if there is, to fund some of it. To that end the Clerk will communicate with as many 

parochial bodies/clubs as possible to ascertain the level of support. 

 

 

 



83/2019 Village Sign 

A report was received about the current condition of the village sign near the school. It was agreed that 

several of the Councillors would take a look at it and devise an action plan. 

 

84/2019 Bus Shelter Siting and Planning Application 
Cllr K Brannan reported on the progress to date as set out in the Council Minutes of  

the 14
th

 November 2018 number 202/2018.  

The although a planning application had been submitted to ABC it was now too late to submit a grant  

application for KCC funding for this year. That would have to wait until next year. We also have to 

wait to see if ABC will allow us to put a bus shelter on there land. The bus company is okay with the  

project. 

 

85/2019 Playground/Recreation Ground Working Group Report 

Cllrs E Allen and S Buckman reported on their progress and findings to date. A further report will be 

given following the meeting arranged with the ABC S106 officer later in the month.  

Discussions also happened on the feasibility of locking the gate at night  

 

86/2019 A28 Working Group Progress Report 

Cllr G Burnett has just finished preparing a questionnaire to be distributed to housing in close 

proximity to the A28. This will go out shortly. 

 

87/2019 Matters of Interest/Items for the next Agenda 

The Clerk has been asked to enquire of KCC Highways about the feasibility of the setting up a Speed 

Indicator Devise (SID)on the A28 in Bethersden. 

 

88/2019 Date of the Next Meeting 

This will be on Wednesday 11
th

 September 2019 at 1900hrs in Bethersden Village Hall. 

 

 

Appendix A 

Cllr J Blanford (ABC) 

Appeals result regarding Oldbury, Brissenden Lane: Appeal A dismissed, Appeal B dismissed, Appeal 

D allowed.  Further planning application refused. 

Assistance given to Cllr Keith Brannan over the bus shelter. 

Cllr J Blanford will on our behalf once again look into the attenuation tank issue in the George Field. 

Items from ABC:  

The Council had been awarded nearly £4m by the HLF for improvements to Victoria Park.  

Improvements to the park would start in a few months.  The South East Design team had looked over 

the plans for the Metro Bingo site and come up with a few amendments.  Changes were proposed to 

the Council Tax under the Council Tax Reduction Scheme would go to the cabinet on 11 July.  

"Persons of pensionable age are not affected."  A task group had been set up to look into Climate 

Change and Conservation.  A brainstorming session had been held with many proposals put forward to 

aid the Council to become carbon neutral by 2040. 

 

Various items raised  

1. A proposed cinema club. 

2. Keeping dogs on leads in George Field and owners not picking up their mess. 

3. Long term parking of untaxed and uninsured vehicles in The Street. 

4. The height of the hedge on the boundary of the cricket ground which may be causing a 

highway safety issue. 

5. Door to door selling by ex-offenders. 

 


